University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiSur

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

11-19-1993

Venezuela: Update On Preparations For December
General Elections
Erika Harding

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur
Recommended Citation
Harding, Erika. "Venezuela: Update On Preparations For December General Elections." (1993). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/
notisur/11267

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiSur by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 057184
ISSN: 1060-4189

Venezuela: Update On Preparations For December General
Elections
by Erika Harding
Category/Department: General
Published: Friday, November 19, 1993
As Venezuela's Dec. 5 presidential and congressional elections approach, the level of political
tension has increased significantly throughout the country. Fear reigns of possible electoral
fraud, or of intervention by the military if the left wins the elections, or if the official results are
contested through mass demonstrations. The elections mark the end of a five-year presidential
period which has been fraught with instability. Former president Carlos Andres Perez survived two
attempted military coup d'etats in 1992. He was then removed from office following a congressional
investigation into charges that he had misused US$17 million in government funds. Results of
recent public opinion polls on voter preferences in the race for president vary widely, although most
suggest a close race between the top three or four contenders. Still, the voter surveys indicate that
as much as 30% of the electorate remains undecided. According to results of a poll issued Nov. 16
by the Segmentum polling firm, about 33% of voters surveyed say they support former president
Rafael Caldera, who is running as the candidate for the independent Convergence movement.
The runner up in that poll was Oswaldo Alvarez Paz of the christian democratic COPEI (Comite
de Organizacion Politica Electoral Independiente) party, who enjoyed 30% support in the survey.
The Segmentum results coincide with other polls conducted earlier in the campaign, most of which
showed Caldera with a narrow lead over both Alvarez Paz and Andres Velasquez, the candidate
for Radical Cause (Causa Radical, known as Causa-R). Nevertheless, another recent poll conducted
by FMS Opinion Research Consultants projects Alvarez Paz as the front runner with about 30%
of the expected vote. The FMS poll shows Caldera trailing with 26%, followed by Velasquez and
Claudio Fermin candidate of the Democratic Action (Accion Democratica, AD) party both of whom
are tied for third. Meanwhile, a poll contracted by the Causa-R shows Velasquez with a substantial
lead over the other candidates, with the support of approximately 45% of those surveyed. Despite
an agreement among the major political parties to respect the official election results, two of the
top candidates Caldera and Alvarez Paz have already announced their intentions to call their
supporters into the streets to defend their expected victories. The Supreme Electoral Council (CSE)
the government agency charged with conducting and overseeing elections has been the focus of
much of the tension. The CSE has traditionally been manipulated by the two parties which have
alternated in power since 1958, COPEI and the AD. Venezuela's most recent election a municipal
ballot held in December of 1992 was so riddled with fraud and manipulation by incumbents that
the Supreme Court was forced to intervene, annulling the results and calling for new elections in
several localities (see NotiSur 01/05/93 and 01/19/93). Widespread concerns over the potential for
electoral fraud on Dec. 5 have been further aggravated by a flood of rumors regarding alleged leftist
destablilization plots and moves toward a possible military coup. As part of government efforts to
enforce calm, on Nov. 18 Defense Minister Vice Adm. Radames Munoz Leon said that 90,000 troops
will be mobilized as part of an operation to guarantee order on election day. He added that cadets
will assist the CSE in counting the ballots. Army chief Gen. Jorge Tagliaferro told reporters, "The
Army is ready to act boldly and decidedly in case of disturbances that could put the elections at
risk." (Sources: Inter Press Service, 11/05/93, 11/08/93, 11/10/93, 11/12/93; Agence France-Presse,
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10/28/93, 11/06/93, 11/13-17/93; Spanish news service EFE, 10/31/93, 11/04/93, 11/08/93, 11/09/93,
11/13-17/93; Notimex, Reuter, 11/18/93)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 2 of 2

